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By BREWSTEI
DECRYING a growing tendency to

early specialization and overspecialization,yet firm in the convictionthat our American colleges are merely
suffering from a temporary attack of academicindigestion, from which they will
recover by returning to a simpler and more
r.irphillv Kelpcfptl dipt Dr Pharlps Alex-

ander Richmond, president of Union Col
leg, Schenectady, N. Y. enters The New
York Herald's discussion on American
education with some observations, keen in
their searching analysis of conditions, yet
nevertheless reassuring( to those who may
have felt that our colleges have been going
to the demnition bow-wows."
The true function of higher education,

, Dr. Richmond believes, is not to turn out
into the world the largest number of graduateswhose measure of value to the communityis to be reckoned by the quantity
of knowledge which can be crammed into
their heads in fow years, nor by their abilityto secure at once a highly paid job. In
his opinion it is the business of the collegeto produce men of broad vision, men

of insight and imagination, trained to
right thinking and to sound judgment; in
short, men who shall be qualified to fill the
posts occupied by our elder statesmen and
preachers and teachers and other leaders
who are helping their fellowmen toward
their spiritual Inheritance.

This demand for special vocational subjects1b in many instances reducing universitycourses to mere mechanics' courses.

"Many of them are not university courses
at all in the true sense," Dr. Richmond remarks,"but times havq changed and with
them the meaning of words."

Too Many Subjects Oft «

IDefeat Best Results
"The demand for a multiplicity of subjectsis also a great embarrassment," he i

told his interviewer. And with a smile he (
leaned forward to illustrate the point:
"When Ezra Cornell established the universitywhich bears his name he said he

'would found an institution where any studentcould obtain instruction in any subject.'This, I am afraid, would be called
by the undergraduate 'a mouthful.' It
might have worked in early days, but not
in our time.
"As a matter of fact," he continued, "subjectshave multiplied like guinea pigs until

no university can possibly keep up with
them. It's like the New York transit facilities.The supply never catches up to the
demand. Many students, especially under
an unrestricted elective system, get to the
onrl nf their collesre career feeling much
as we do when we get up from a contl- I
nental table d'hote. We are still hungry. I
We have had a little of everything and '
not much of anything. The best part of
the dinner is still on the printed menu."
Between the Scylla#of too much absorptionin a single subject and the Charybdis

of a smattering of too many subjects, there
iB, Dr. Richmond points out, a middle
course which provides at once a careful
direction of the student's training, and at
the same time a judicious elimination.
"Do not misunderstand me," Dr. Richmondsaid quickly in response to a half

uttered question as to the value of vocationaltraining. "Here at Union we do not
mAnn to to the demand for a so-called
'practical education.' Our scheme of edu- j
cation is practical, but practical In a broad
way and not in a narrow vocational sense.

It was Goethe, I think, who once said that
a man must be something before he can be
anything. The overemphasis placed on

doing, rather than bring, recalls a college
professor who used to judge the success of
his students solely on the basis of their
incomes after graduation. Such a man

has no business in a college faculty. He
ought to be a pawnbroker or the manager
of a 5 and 10 cent store."

A Broad Education Is
Key to Success Everywhere

Give a man a good, broad, general educationand he is likely to be a success at
anything he chooses to set his hand to.
is Dr. Richmond's motto. He was careful,
however, to point out that he had no In
tention of underrating the value of scientifictraining, but to be effective in any
large way this training must rest on a i
sufficiently solid foundation of broad gen 1
eral knowledge. The old type of classical 1
education is no longer in vogue. It pro- <

duced fine scholars and fine, capable men. t
It will be hard to find substitutes for the <

generous culture which the study of Latin '

and Greek somehow or other developed in «

the minds of college men of an earlier {

generation. \
"How does Union College, for example,

hope to meet such problems as you have l
outlined?" i

"It is a fallacy to suppose," said Dr. r
Richmond, "that a university can teach j
everything. A judicious elimination is as f
necessary to a university sh it. is to a man. t
A college should limit its instruction to j
that which It is qualified to do well. Con- <

trlbutors to colleges have the right to de- t

7 THE

LEGESO\
iry Academic Indigesntof Union, One of
can Institutions
recently by The New York Herald
of famous educators and dealing
colleges and universities a notable
"harlcs Alexander Richmond, presiainmistakes of the modern system
orrect some of them.
m tne way of a valuable general
ng of subjects in the curriculum to
'i his view is not the place where
r criticism found by him of weight
aid to technic and too little to idtiPresidentRichmond believes that
ized'. and corrected.
I S. BEACH.
mand that money shall not be wasted in
attempting to do tmngs which a college
is In no position to do. A great universitywith thousands of students and a
wide range of courses has its own advantages,of course. But the smaller college
also has advantages of its own.
"At Uniou we are committed to the experimentof limiting our numbers. We

think that a college community of between
six and seven hundred is about the limit
if we are to retain the value of intimate
association which many of us regard as
the best asset of the college. Personal and
reasonable supervision is pretty difficult
when that number is exceeded. We have
already reached that limit at Union and
have been obliged this year to restrict the
number of freshmen. Following this generalpolicy we believe a strict limitation
in the subjects taught is wise and even
necessary. Every college cannot teach
everything. We do not mean to teach
anything that we cannot teach well."

Before turning from the problems which
confront university education on the
strictly academic side Dr. Richmond expressedhimself fully satisfied neverthelessthat to-day there is "more work and
better work" done in the American college
than at any period of its existence. Students.he said,.must know more to get in
and must work harder to stay in.

Rightly Controlled Fraternity
System Is Beneficial

The human side of college education,
student activities, discipline, personal associationand character building not
founded on text, books, is one of the most
interesting aspects of the higher education
problem and one on which Tiie Herald's
discussion has brought forth the greatest
variety of answers.' Dr. Richmond is peuliarlyfitted to discuss th« social sWi« of
i university, for Union is known as the
nother of the college fraternity. The majorityof the present big national Greek
letter fraternities were established at Union
College, which was itself founded in 1795,
ind ranks among the oldest In the country.

I had little doubt therefore concerning
the kind of answer which would be forthcomingfrom my next question: Is the

WHAT PRESIDENT RICHMON
1. Overspecialization especially in tl

gerous factor which has a tendency to low
usefulness of the college.

2. Multiplicity of subjects is an eml
machinery of our smaller institutions unc

3. The problem of university educa
the enormous increase in registration.

4. Devotion of the student to his co
vious period in its existence.

5. Fraternities, properly conducted,
graduate life.

6. Student self-government has in th
sidered the key to success in the disciplins

:ollege fraternity and fraternity system a
jeneficial or a harmful influence?
"The social life of the colleges is to-day

:leaner and more wholesome," Dr. Richnondreplied. "Interest in athletics has
lelDOd to make it so. The influence of
raternities ip college life may sometimes
>e harmful, but I have 110 hesitation in
laying that at Union this influence is upon
he whole beneficial. I came to Union
vith some prejudices against them. Princeon.my own Alma Mater, had abolished
raternities early ^n the '80s. Since then
ihe has developed the club system, which,
n my judgment, has no advantage over
he fraternity. In any community there is
lure to be a natural grouping. IAke will
ieek like. My experience for the last twelve
rears at Union #las taught me to believe
hat fraternities, righjly managed, may be
l help In creating a democratic atmosphere
md can be used by the administration for
he encouragement of scholarship and the
itrengthening of character.
"The supervision exercised by an upper

dassman over the under classman in the
'raternity houses has been of the greatest
ralue. Excepting in rare instances, he is
:hclr friend and helper; sometimes even
\ benevolent despot: for however little a
jenior may enjoy studying himself he
akes Infinite pleasure in making a freshmanstudy." ,

Would Cut Out as Nuisance
The Rich Student's Auto

Upon the whole, Dr. Richmond believes
that the life in the modern American colegeis healthy and stimulating, full of
lope und activity and fairly well directed
»ffort. But here, as on the purely educalonalside, he sees the problems and dlffl

ultiesund has tlio courage to expose them.
Fwo of the worst enemies of undergraduitelife. «ays Dr. Richmond, are the Inlulgentparent and the automobile, of
vhich he remarks:
"The indulgent parent we always have

<ad to contend with.the automobile Is a
nore modern nuisance. It is an impedb
r.ent to study and a perambulating moral
>eril. A college official recently told me
hat he never knew a freshman who come
.o college with an automobile who was
ihle to .finish his college course with hie
lass. I would say that if a father wants
f. inHke it hard'r for his boy to succeed
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in his college work and to make it easier
for him to go wrong, he should send him
to college with an automobile.
"Another difficulty we have to contend

with is the multiplicity of outside activitiesin undergraduate life. Most of them
have a distinct value, but they are terrible
absorbers of time and energy, and some of
them are absurdly overdone. Playing jazz

D SAYS OF OUR COLLEGES.
ie earlier stages of education is a donerthe standards and to limit the higher
>arrassment which lays the educational
ler too heavy a strain.
tion has been greatly complicated by
liege is more marked than at any prehave

a beneficial influence on under*

ie main approved itself and may be coniof college administration.

Columbia P
WHAT would happen to a sailing vesselIn a strong blow a thousand

miles from land if the only persons
aboard were a movie cameraman at the
steering "wheel, a portrait painter and a cartooniststanding by to shorten sail; a poet
and a novelist clinging to their typewriters,
a sea cook struggling with the stove, an
essayist about to bid his breakfast good-by
and a doctor of philosophy in command of
the whole outfit?
With some such question in mind a reporterwent to the National Arts Club to

call on Dr. Victor O. KYeeburg, president of
a company formed to cruise around the
world in search of material for articles,
books, paintings, sketches and motion pictures.It had been rumored tha^ the plan
was to outfit an old schooner for this romanticquest, and that the vessel was to bo
captained by an ex-college professor and
manned entirely by writers and artists.
"Somebody's pipe dream!" thought the reporter.But he changed his mind after an
hour's talk with the skipper Ph. D.
In the first place, Dr. Freeburg, who has

been an Instructor in English llteraturo In
several eollefles lneludln«r rVilnmMn TTelvrr-

slty. and I* tho author of hookn on subjects
aa widely different n* the Klixobcthan drama
and the art of photoplay making, la not the
type of professor which la sometimes depictedIn newspnper cartoons. He does not
wear glasses. Is still under 40, Is a wiry type
of Viking stock, was brought up on a Westernranch and, what Is more to the point,
really knows something .about seamanship
and navigation. He served ns an .officer In
the Naval Reserve from the beginning of
our participation In the' world war until
after the armistice. His Experience Includes
the command of the flagship In a division
of six submarine chasers and duty as watch
and division officer on a battleship in the
Atlantic Fleet. Resides, he has hud many
Bummers of experience yachting tinder sail.
"Mr. Frank D. Halsey, Mr. Maurice EugeneKalns and T uro the directors and Incorporatorsof the cruising company." said

Dr. Freeburg. "Halsey Is a Princeton man,
was the editor of the fto//;/ Prinrrtonlnn and
was graduated with high honors. During
the war ho served first In the American AmbulanceService In France and later In the
aviation service, flying over the St. Mihlel
sector. He is Interested chiefly In the fiction
possibilities of our cruise.
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music on a saxophone may be part of a
liberal education, but at least the eight
hour law ought to be applied to it. As a
result or tnese conditions most colleges, 1
am glad to say, are attempting to curb
this picturesque epidemic of misdirected
energy by limiting the number of activities
in which any undergraduate may engage."

Student seIf;government in the modern
system of higher education is the secret of
success in the administration of the Americancollege to-day. The degree of selfgovernmentnow exercised was undreamed
of three generations ago. This is strikinglyillustrated by a copy which I was
able to secure of the Union College cataloguefor 1836. "The government," accordingto this catalogue, "was parental and
preventive." "No student is allowed to
visit a tavern or a grocery, to be out of
his room at night, or to go out of town
without permission." "Nor is any society
allowed to hold its meetings at night. Athleticexercises are encouraged and ample

rofessor Hea<
"Mr. Kains, a cinematographer who has <

had experience in most of the large studios (
hero a ltd on the Pacific coast, will have
charge of taking motion pictures along tho i
way and also of the exhibition of films 1
which we shall take along." 1
"Are you going to the South Sea Islands?" I
"Of course," laughed the professor-skip- '

per. "Every one else en»-s thero Whv *
shouldn't we? Hut Wo are not going to 1

Tahiti on the first log of the cruiae. After
leaving New York our first destination ia the
Virgin Islands. Then we shall follow the
Leeward Islands and the Windward Islands
down to Trinidad. Thence, with wind and
current behind us, we shnll coast along
Venezuela and Colombia to the Panama
Canal. From Panama we go to the GalapagosIslands, which lie on the equator,
about 600 miles westward from Ecuador.
"Next comes the first long leg of the

cruise, a southwesterly sail of 2,000 miles
to Easter Islnnd, a lonely spot in tho Pacific,
where they have a regular service of Just
one ship a year. Then a sail of 1,000 miles
westward takes us to Pitcairn Island, that
curious place, you know, which is peopled
by tho descendants of white mutineers and
Polynesian women.

"It is another thousand miles to tho
Austral Islands, and then a few hundred
mites northward to Tahiti, the Mecca of all
the true followers of the South Soas. Wo
shall miss the Marquesas, which have been
so enlrnnrlturlv ilMprlhnd

O'Brien, but wc shall go westward to thi
familiar yet ever fascinating Samoa and
the FIJis. Martin Johnson has proved that
the natives still eat 'long pig* In the New
Hebrides; well, we shnll check him up on
our own account. However, we don't proposeto go Into a very deep study of cannibalism,even though we shall visit untamed
New Guinea and Borneo."

Dr. Freeburg rummaged around for a
nautical chart, which he spread out and
Indicated with a pencil the rest of the route.
The line ran along the Federated Malay
States, the coasts of India, Persia ar.d
Arabia, then via the fluer. Canal, to the
Mediterranean. From Egypt the line swung
back along tho Asiatic shores, and then
along the European shores of the Mediterranean.,

"Now," he continued, "this may sound Sentimental,but the last period of our cruise
will be an attempt to duplicate Columbus's
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grounds are furnished free of expense to
those who prefer devoting their hours of
recreation to agricultural pursuits."
The policy was evidently one of repression.Students, indeed, were treated like

schoolboys. The very idea of self-governmentwould probably have been ridiculed
as visionary and impracticable. But to-day
at Union there is absolute self-government
and Dr. Richmond outlined the system in
force.
"We have a peculiar institution, which is

only possible in smaller colleges. Every
Monday a college meeting is held of all the
students. It is really the town meeting, out
of which our whole system of government
has been evolved. At that meeting kll affairsthat concern the student body are

discussed and determined. The senior
council is in close toucb with thy administration,and rare indeed are the cases of
discipline'that are not handled by the studentsthemselves. This means that the
undergraduate of the present day is disciplinedin self-control. He is expected to
behave like a gentleman if he does not
always attain to the distinction of a

scholar. And with very few exceptions he
justifies that expectation.
"Of course we have the 'rah rah' boy

who is bad and the 'rah rah* girl who is
worse. Now and then we get a specimen of
budding manhood who seeks distinction
among his fellows bj( joy riding or smug-
gllng hootch into his room; or the young
female of the species who comes to college
dances in a lamp shade and a coat of
paint; who says damn and blows smoke
into the faces of the chaperons. But the
gilded youth of the movie films is not the
typical college man. nor the baby vamp of
the college woman. These are not the
product of the college but the product of
Billy parents, wished on the college and
accepted as a forlorn hope, or a depressing
duty.
No Smug Satisfaction i

Among College Heads
"The critics of colleges," Dr. Richmond

continued, "need not suppose for a moment
that we look upon ourselves with any feel-
ing of smug satisfaction. But those who
know college life best agree in the judg-
ment that the heart of the college is sound.
Undergraduate public opinion on questions
of major importance is all right. The collegeman stands for clean morality, honorableand just dealing between man and
man, love of country and devotion to her
noblest ideals.
"At no time in the history of colleges has

the devotion of the undergraduate to his
college been so marked as it is to-day. He
does not burst into tears when the subject
of graduation is mentioned, as seniors are
Baid to do at a certain sister institution.
Now and then a senior does burst into
tears when he is told that he cannot be
graduated, but that is another story."
"What now is the ultimate goal toward

which college education should be directed,
what is the chief purpose of university
life, what is the ideal type of graduate
which the college is aiming to produce?"
This was the final question put to the
president of Union. It seemed to have
struck a particularly responsive chord, for
the answer came back filled with a significanceof importance.
"A university must serve the people or it

has no right to exist," said Dr. Richmond.
"The men whom the university turns out
must be serviceable men, men consecrated
to the highest interests of the State and
the nation. Universities have their points

ds Artists' VI
voyage of 1492, both as to dates and probable
sourses. Ours is a sailing voyage too."
All sorts of people have applied for per-

mission to accompany Dr. Freeburg, ranging
from laundresses in Oermuny to operatlo
Jarytones In America. Some of the successfulwriters who had applied had never been
iboard a sailing vessel, and some of the
ipplicants who could offer mariners' licenses
srere a bit weak on spelling.
Unwnvnr holuoon a.ir>h

was a let of attractive material available,
But the directors of the company are taking
:helr time about selecting shipmates, as the
ichooner cannot get under way until late In
November.
The ship's work will be so organized that,

except In case of emergency, no man will
lave more than one four hour watch out
jf every twelve hours while at sea, and when
n port each man will have three days out
if every four entirely to himself. This will
jlvo ample time for literary and artistic
production. Dr. Freeburg Insisted, however,
that the cruise was not to bo bound by any
very severe rules.
"We shall not worship either the clock or

the calendar," he said. "Wo shall merely
ramble along until we strike something that
puts us In the mood for writing or painting.
If a man doesn't produco anything he for*
felts nothing; he still gets his bed, board
and passage. But everything he does produceIs the property of the company, which
agrees to realise on It as soon as possible
and to pay the author or artist 50 to 70 per
cent, as his share of the receipts."
"Then you are not making contracts with

Dublishera. Aim exchanges, Skc.7" was the Interruption,to which Dr. Freeburg answered
that ho WAlilfl havn 1a -a

"V. «»*« iw « cvi | wu l ui Wliai
he had Ju.it mid, because the company had
two or throe tentative orders which wguld
probably have to be filled.
"My own interest Is almost entirely in the

aesthetic side of life in the tropical or subtropicalcountries. I am going fo givo
special attention to such things as native
dancing, pantomimes, drama, games, ceremonialsand other art activities, such ss
batik working, rug weaving, needlework,
bosketmnklng, wood carving, Ac. With tho
help of Mr. Kalns, I hope to get up a good
series of films on these subjects.

"I am also fascinated by the picturesque-
ness of all sorts of watercraft. Every typo
of vessel, from the hollowed out log to the
Solomon Island canoe Inlaid with mother-of-

1
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iletics, Favors Limited
s and Thinks FrajBeneficial
»»«. uc iuuiinucu, uui iiiey are

all alike in this: they are all devoted to
the highest service and consecrated to the
noblest uses.

"^his, in the broadest sense, is the real
purpose of a university. In the past they
furnished the leaders in church, in State,
in law, in medicine, in education. To-day
they are providing leaders not only in the
learned professions but the leaders of industry,in commercial enterprises.the
men, in a word, to whom we entrust the
gravest concerns of the nation in peace
and in war.

''We must see to it that these men we

are sending out are not merely men whom
we have taught to win a cheap success for
themselves, but men to whom opportunity
means responsibility; men in close sympathywith the people because they are of
the people. Men who know how to be
democratic without being vulgar. Above
all, men touched with the fine Are of patriotIsmcaught from the noble spirits of the ,

past, whom they have learned to revere
and to love."

Higher Educations Aim Is
Defined in the Catechism

"When I was a boy," said Dr. Rich
mond, "like all other boys who had Scotch
training I had to learn the Westminster
Shorter Catechism. The very first questionis: 'What is the chief end of man?'
?nd the answer is: 'Man's chief end is to
glorify God and to enjoy Him forever.'
Now, the fine thing about that definition
is that it establishes a centre at once and
lifts the whole conception of life. The sun
doesn't revolve about the earth, but the 1
earth revolves about the sun. A sound ^ksystem of education will do exactly what
Lhis old catechism has done. It will establishGod as the centre of it. The chief end
of education is to develop in man tho
image of God. To accept any lower deflnitionis to cheapen and stultify the whole

"In my opinion this should be empha-^^^^sized with the greatest force. For any
one who has kept track of the present currentof thought in education must know
that there are a great many so-called educatorsin positions of influence who are
so much concerned with the mechanics of
the business that they are losing sight alto- 1Jgetlier of the animating spirit without J
which the whole process of education is J
only a barren monotony and the educator j
i dull dog. 1
"That 1b why, were I to offer a general I

criticism on higher education in this coun- I
try, I would say that we are giving too jmuch attention to the technique of educa- 1
Hon anil too littlft to Ha nil.. 1
pose. We say of certain men that they ]cannot see the woods for the trees.' There jire plenty of men engaged in higher j
education who cannot see the college for 1
the students, who cannot see the currlc J
ulum for the courses, who confuse methods 1
with results, and who are so busy teaching 1
subjects that they forget they are teaching
boys and girls.
"Of course technique is important. It

means economy, efficiency and skill as appliedto a man s work. But a mere technicianhas no business in any seat of authority.He is only fit to be the servant
of some one who has more imagination
than himself and more understanding of
what the thing is all about.
"The great desideratum in higher educationand in all education, is men and

women whose minds have risen above
method and whose eyes have looked beyond
to the higher aims of their profession."

/orld Cruise
wan, aim irom me iNorwegian oarque to
the Chinese Junk, will pass In review before
us, and in their manoeuvring, whether at
work or play, will furnish splendid subjects
for cameras or brushes.
"No, wo have not yet purchased our own

ship. I have spent several weeks inspecting
what the brokers have to offer, but have
not as yet settled upon a vessel. You see,
we must be a bit careful with our limited
funds and dare not close a deal until wo
strike a real bargain. But we have settled
on the type, namely a three-masted merchantschooner, built less than ten years ago.
about a hundred and fifteen feet long, and
thirty broad, about three hundred and fifty
tons dead weight, and qjider the United
States flag. She will sleep six men aft, and
four forward.
"A photographic laboratory, for still and

motion pictures will be Installed In the forwardpart of the hold. And a new room with
skylight will be added Just forward of the
main cabin to be used as an nrtlst» studio
and general exhibition room, A special
locker will contain some two hundred historicaland general reference books which
have been collected for this cruise.
"And.to Jump from the practical tq the

whimsical.don't be surprised If you see a
ship In the harbor somo day soon, painted
with green and gold sea serpents nlong ner
water line, with orange and black griffins
upon the sails, and with silver mermaids
clinging to the masts! No, I didn't get the
idea from Orecnwlch Village; I got It from
rending descriptions of mcdlioval ships.
"Speaking serjouslv. though, the ship will

by no mean* bo a pointed toy. She will have
to earn her own way. Wo shall carry cargo
whenever wo can got It for some port lying
along our route. Oftentimes, too, wo shall
accept goods In trade for our services or for
goods which we sell. This will give us a
chanco to study the everyday business of
sea trading and will bring us Into vital contactwith many interesting characters and
conditions. t"To the man of poetic temperament lhe-«
are other thrills besides those of tho nnng
line. To him ft Is adventure enough to loll
in the slanting shadows of tall masts, and to
watch the pageantry of the clouds. T^et him
stand the. night watches in mldocean and
he will acquire exalting experience. He will
become friendly with the stars. He will have
a chance to listen In on the winds, and to get
In tune with the cadence that runs through
the changing moods of the seg."


